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Tundra a maritime biome - Pac SSTs & SW Alaska?
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•	
  Composites	
  show	
  some	
  similarity	
  to	
  those	
  for	
  Warm	
  Alaska	
  
composites.	
  
•	
  PosiEve	
  phase	
  of	
  the	
  PDO	
  in	
  North	
  Pacific	
  and	
  negaEve	
  ENSO	
  
phase	
  (perhaps)!



Final Comments
• Could North Pacific circulation explain why SW Alaska 
tundra vegetation productivity has been declining? 
• Anomalously warm Alaska Januaries tend to occur 
when eastern US is cooler than normal. Related to 
proposed sea ice decline mechanism for hot Arctic/cold 
East coast? 
• Ocean temperatures tend to be warmer than normal 
south of Alaska during these extreme warm winters.
• Anomalously Cold Alaska Januaries have opposite SAT 
and SST anomaly patterns to the warm case. 
• Equatorial Pacific was cooler than normal for both 
warm and cool AK Januaries. (too few cases?)
• Composites based on Pac SST looked similar but not 
quite.


